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  NEIAI 33rd Annual Educational Conference Recap 

 

 The 33rd Annual Educational Conference for the Nebraska Division of the International Association 

for Identification was held on April 4-5, 2017 at Mahoney State Park in Ashland, Nebraska. One hundred 

twenty-four attendees ranging from forensic scientists, crime scene responders, evidence technicians, law 

enforcement officers, AFIS operators, and educators from Nebraska, Iowa, and Missouri were in attendance. 

Chief Jeffrey Bliemeister of the Lincoln Police Department provided the welcoming ceremony. The theme for 

the conference was “Navigating Forensics” and it encompassed a broad range of lectures and workshop 

topics. The following lectures and workshops were provided during the two-day conference: 

o Katie Sepich Case Study (Presented by Mark Myers -New Mexico DOC) 

o Testimony: Failure is NOT an option (Presented by Michele Triplett – King County, WA Regional 

AFIS) 

o Animal Cruelty (Presented by Kyle Held - ASPCA) 

o Entomology (Presented by Timothy Huntington – Concordia University) 

o Maynard, IA Rolling Shooting Case Study (Presented by Dave MacDonald – Bremer Co., IA) 

o Bomb Post Blast Investigation (Presented by Don Neily – FBI) 

o Officer Safety (Presented by Peter Lensing – Lincoln Police Department) 

o Lifting Prints off of Difficult & Unusual Surfaces Workshop (Presented by Jason Cole – Foster & 

Freeman) 

o Arriving at & Articulating Conclusions Workshop (Presented by Michele Triplett – King County, WA 

Regional AFIS) 

o Crime Scene Photography Workshop (Presented by LaVone Tienken - FBI) 

o Scene Processing on a Shoestring Budget Workshop (Presented by Jason Cole – Foster & 

Freeman) 

 

Workshop photos from Lifting Prints off 

of Difficult & Unusual Surfaces class 

taught by Jason Cole of Foster & 

Freeman 
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Conference attendees during Don Neily’s Bomb 

Post Blast Investigation Lecture 

Chief Jeffrey Bliemeister, LPD & 

NEIAI President, Robert Hurley 

LaVone Tienken’s Crime Scene 

Photography workshop 

Timothy Huntington’s lecture on Entomology 

Michele Triplett’s Arriving at & 

Articulating Conclusions workshop 

ASPCA’s Mobile Animal Hospital on display 

for conference attendees to tour 
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Conference Highlights 

 During the NEIAI Business Meeting held on April 5, 2017, three board members were elected, a 

Lifetime Membership was awarded, and the Harold Moon Scholarship recipient was named. The three 

positions on the NEIAI Board of Directors that were up for election/re-election included: Vice President, Board 

Member at Large, and Newsletter Editor. Eligible members running for each position were asked to provide 

a brief speech regarding their intentions and qualifications for the elected position. Membership attendees 

present during the 2017 NEIAI Business Meeting elected/re-elected the following individuals to the Board of 

Directors 

 

o Launa Groves (LPD) was re-elected to the post of Vice President 

o Bridget Driver (NSP Crime Lab) was elected to the post of Board Member at Large 

o Sarah Zarnick (NSP Crime Lab) was elected to the post of Newsletter Editor 

 

 
 There will be five positions on the NEIAI Board of Directors open for election/re-election during the 

2018 conference which will be held on April 3-4. These positions include: President, Secretary/Treasurer, 

Board Member at Large, Historian, and Webmaster. If you are interested in running for any of these 

positions, please contact the current NEIAI Board of Directors President, Robert Hurley at 

lpd882@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov or visit our website at www.neiai.org to obtain more details regarding the Board 

of Directors position duties. We are always looking for new members to join the Board of Directors!  

 

 

 

  

mailto:lpd882@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov
http://www.neiai.org/
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  Lifetime Membership Award 

The honor of Lifetime Membership is bestowed upon all past Presidents who have served on the 

NEIAI Board of Directors. Special nominations can be made for active members in good standing. An 

individual awarded a lifetime membership with the NEIAI receives their annual membership fee and 

conference registration fee waived for the remainder of their involvement in the organization. This year, the 

honor of Lifetime Membership was awarded to Bridget Driver of the Nebraska State Patrol Crime Lab. Bridget 

has been an active member of the NEIAI for twelve years and has served on the Board of Directors as a 

Board Member at Large for six years. Bridget’s dedication to the NEIAI goes beyond her role as a member 

of the Board. During the last year, Bridget not currently acting in the role of a Board Member, took the initiative 

to fill in and help out the Board, when a current board member could not. Bridget provided a great deal of 

time and assistance to the Board and never once asked for anything in return. The NEIAI Board of Directors 

are extremely grateful for the help and service that Bridget has provided and continues to provide to the 

organization. We are pleased to award her with the lifetime membership. Congratulations Bridget! 
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  Harold Moon Scholarship  

 The Harold Moon Scholarship is a $500 scholarship that is awarded to 

one active member of the NEIAI each year. This scholarship is to be used by the 

recipient to attend the International Association for Identification’s (IAI) Annual 

Educational Conference. This year, the IAI’s Annual Educational Conference is 

being held in Atlanta, Georgia on August 6-12, 2017. The NEIAI started awarding 

the Harold Moon Scholarship in 2004. This scholarship is named after Harold W. 

Moon who was one of the foremost document examiners in the Midwest and was 

instrumental in forming the Nebraska Chapter of the IAI (NEIAI). Mr. Moon served 

as the first elected president when the NEIAI was chartered in 1985.  

o The 2017 recipient of the Harold Moon Scholarship was  

Angela Bonar (Douglas County Sheriff’s Office) 

Qualifying for the 2018 Harold Moon Scholarship: 

o Plan on attending the 2018 International Association for Identification Annual Educational 

Conference in San Antonio, Texas on July 29-August 4, 2018 

(http://www.theiai.org/conference); 

o Be an active member of the NEIAI in good standing; 

o Be a forensic practitioner (i.e. Crime Scene Technician, Forensic Scientist, Officer, etc.); 

o Complete the application form (located on the website under the Harold Moon 

Scholarship link) and essay stating your personal or departmental training needs; 

o Upon your return from the IAI conference, provide a written synopsis to the NEIAI Board 

of Directors regarding the training you received, overall conference experience, etc. 

 

If you would like to be considered for the 2018 Harold Moon Scholarship to attend the 2018 IAI 

Educational Conference, please submit your completed application and essay by March 1, 2018 

to: 

Nebraska IAI 

Attn: Harold Moon Scholarship 

PO Box 22060 

Lincoln, NE 68542 

 

http://www.theiai.org/conference
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2016 IAI Conference in Review:  

Dep. Amy Lesan 2016 Harold Moon Scholarship Recipient & 2016 IAI 

Attendee 

 
After being awarded the Harold Moon Scholarship during the 2016 NE IAI Conference, I was able to 
attend the 2016 National IAI Conference in Cincinnati, OH, August 7-12. During the conference I 
attended several workshops and lectures that provided useful information.  

I attended multiple lectures including a talk on the 'religious cult' homicide involving the leader of the 
'Black Hebrews', the importance of teamwork between agencies, criminal profiling, and more. Staff from 
the University of Tennessee delivered a lecture full of ways to conduct a thorough forensic investigation 
with a small budget. The presentation with the tips can be found at http://leic.tennessee.edu/2016IAI. 
Tips included budget friendly ways to improvise shooting scene equipment, alternate latent print 
development techniques, DIY alternate light sources, make your own Wetwop, and more.  

I was able to attend a workshop with the creator of Mikrosil and Wetwop, Kjell Carlsson and his son 
Jens Carlsson. Kjell's enthusiasm and love of forensics was easy to see. Although retired from his 
Swedish lab, he is still coming up with new ways to solve forensic problems. He taught us how to cast 
impressions in snow with the 'Dry Casting Technique' involving a plaster with an extremely short setting 
time. He demonstrated a new type of powder and brush used specifically on snow to aid in photography. 
Wet powder (Wetwop) was used to develop footwear impressions that had been made with urine and 
blood. Also learned during the workshop were ways to develop and photograph fingerprint and footwear, 
making casting of impressions, and individualizing plastic bags to a specific roll.  

I attended a workshop with Forensic Anthropologist Tammy Barette. She conducted a class in bone 
identification. Barette offered to look at any bone picture attendees in the class sent her and let us know 
if it was human or not for no fee. In a forensic photography class, I was able to strengthen my 
photography techniques. During a fingerprint workshop I learned the 'Texas Tear' which is a way to 
cleanly and easily tear fingerprint tape while ensuring the tape on the roll never lies back down flat. 
Additional training included how to lift prints from difficult surfaces.  Jan Johnson with Forensic Pieces 
held a workshop on 'Fluid Dynamics as it Relates to Dripping Blood'. During the workshop, a review of 
the recommended Bloodstain Pattern terminology and requirements for the IAI Bloodstain Pattern 
Certification was given. Hands on experience included studying how blood dripping from various heights 
on various surfaces at various angles appear. Angle and height exemplars were made for each person's 
future reference.  

In addition to workshops and lectures, the conference also provided time to socialize with people from 
agencies across the United States and several other countries. Prior to the conference there was a first 
time attendees orientation and a welcome reception. During the conference there was an opening 
ceremony breakfast, a sponsored casino night, and a closing banquet. There was also a vast number of 
vendors available to talk to.  

Overall, I had a wonderful time at the conference and would encourage anyone capable of going to 
apply for the Harold Moon Scholarship and at least attend the national conference once. If anyone has 
any questions about techniques I learned or would like to talk further about the conference, I can be 
reached at alesan@lancaster.ne.gov. 

Thank you for awarding me the scholarship,  

Deputy Amy Lesan 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 

  

 

  

  

  

2016 Harold Moon Scholarship Recipient’s Synopsis 

http://leic.tennessee.edu/2016IAI
mailto:alesan@lancaster.ne.gov
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Photo Contest  

 Each year, NEIAI members have the opportunity to enter their photos in the annual photo contest. 

Entered photos are on display during the NEIAI conference and conference attendees are asked to vote for 

their favorite photos (one per each category). The owner of the winning photo(s) receives a $25 gift card!  

Winning photos will be featured in the NEIAI newsletter and all submitted contest photos will be returned to 

their owner upon the completion of the conference. The number of categories in the contest can vary 

(between three or four) and depends upon the number of photos received. The 2017 Photo Contest was 

divided into the three categories: Forensics/ Crime Scene/ Law Enforcement, Nature/Scenery, and 

People/Animals.   

 

Callings all Photographers!! 

If you are interested in submitting your photos for the 2018 NEIAI Educational Conference which will be 

held on April 3-4, 2018, please consider the following rules/guidelines: 

o All submissions must be at least 8 x 10 inches in size 

o Photographs may be either in black & white or color 

o Photographs may be either vertical or horizontal 

o Each entrant may submit up to 5 photographs per category (all photos must include a title) 

o A completed Photo Contest Entry From must accompany each entrant’s photographs  

o Contest entries must be received by mail or in person no later than the date specified on the 

current NEIAI conference year registration form 

 

Please consider submitting your photos for the 2018 NEIAI Educational Conference Photo 

Contest! We would love to see your photos!! 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7m5XniJjUAhVB9IMKHaQCBUQQjRwIBw&url=https://immediateentourage.com/old-camera/&psig=AFQjCNF_MQ63NzTqaNnURKyLJXtgTYMgVQ&ust=1496249182362315
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Forensics/Crime Scene/Law 

Enforcement 

“Nebraska’s Own: Never Forgotten” 

Stacie Lundgren 

Nebraska State Patrol  

Nature/Scenery 

“Misty Golden Gate” 

Stacie Lundgren 

Nebraska State Patrol  

People/Animals 

“Hummingbird in Flight” 

LaVone Tienken 

FBI   

 

2017 NEIA Photo Contest Winners  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjngMaAiZjUAhVB6IMKHdiIA0UQjRwIBw&url=http://guides.lib.fsu.edu/filmresearchlab&psig=AFQjCNHahqWB_vw59oSNmSLDurYXD2WkgQ&ust=1496249261361659
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj30eS_iZjUAhUp34MKHaVQBuEQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartall.com/clipart/4470-movie-film-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNHahqWB_vw59oSNmSLDurYXD2WkgQ&ust=1496249261361659
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIhsvYiZjUAhWK6oMKHb61CNYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.parachutiste-train.com/&psig=AFQjCNHahqWB_vw59oSNmSLDurYXD2WkgQ&ust=1496249261361659
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Vendor Appreciation 

 This year’s conference would not have been a success without the amazing support and generosity 

of our vendors. The NEIAI Board of Directors and the membership would like to extend our sincere 

appreciation to the following vendors who contributed to the 2017 conference: 

 

 

 

o Safran Morpho 

o Lynn Peavey Company 

o Forensics Source 

 

 

o Arrowhead Forensics 

o Foster & Freeman, USA 

o Pelican Products 

 

o Collision Forensic Solutions 

o Doane University 

o Air Science 

Jason Cole 
Foster & Freeman, USA 

 

Chris Rathe 
Pelican Products 

 

Doug Peavey 
Lynn Peavey Company 

 

Chuck Thomas 
Safran Morpho 

 

Michael Selves 
Collision Forensic Solutions 

 

Parker Snedden & Quinn Carr 
Arrowhead Forensics 

 

 

Tom Duden 
Doane University 
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2017 Mid States Educational Conference 

The Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, and Nebraska IAI Divisions are 

pleased to announce the 2017 Mid States Educational 

Conference which will be held on November 6-10, 2017, in 

Council Bluffs, IA.  

 

Location: Mid-America Center 

1 Arena Way, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

                  Cost: $175* (until September 1, 2017) 

 $200* (after September 1, 2017) 

 *Cost includes lunch & snacks  
            Lodging: Three hotels to choose from (see website for details) 

   Rate of $91 + tax a night (must mention Mid States to get discounted rate) 

Conference Format: Registration will occur on Monday, November 6th 

Lectures will start Tuesday, November 7th and run until noon on Friday, November 10th 

Main Presentations:     Featured Workshops: 

Odontology Case Study   Recovery of 2D Impression Evidence 

Nikko Jenkins Casey Study   Lifting Prints off Difficult Surfaces 

Ariel Castro Kidnapping Case Study  Crime Scene Processing on a Budget 

Forensic Entomology 

Synth Canns: Testing and Legislation 

Cryptocurrencies and the Dark Web 

Digital Forensics on Patrol 

Buried Remains - Discovery & Recovery 

Thermal Paper Processing – What Works? 

 

 

 

For more information & lodging 

details visit 

www.midstatesiai.org 
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President 

Robert Hurley 
Lincoln Police Department 
Lpd882@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Vice President 

Launa Groves 
Lincoln Police Department 
Lpd998@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Mariana Ward 
Nebraska State Patrol/Crime Lab  
Mariana.Ward@nebraska.gov 
 

Board Members at Large 

LaVone Tienken 
FBI 
lrtienken@fbi.gov 
 
Bridget Driver 
Nebraska State Patrol/Crime Lab 
Bridget.Driver@nebraska.gov 
 

Editor 

Sarah Zarnick 
Nebraska State Patrol/Crime Lab 
Sarah.Zarnick@nebraska.gov 
 

Historian 

Antonina Anderson-Trumble 
Nebraska State Patrol/CID 
Anotnina.AndersonTrumble@nebrask
a.gov 
 

Webmaster 

Josh Connelly 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
Joshua.connelly@douglascounty-
ne.gov 
 

Past President 

Josh Connelly 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
Joshua.connelly@douglascounty-
ne.gov 
 
 

 

NEIAI Board of  Directors The Nebraska Division of the International Association for 

Identification (NEIAI) is a non-profit organization for those 

professionals engaged in forensic identification, 

investigation, and scientific examination of physical 

evidence. In support of this goal, and in collaboration with 

our parent organization the International Association for 

Identification (IAI) the NEIAI has these goals: 

o To associate persons who are actively engaged in the 

profession of forensic identification, forensic 

investigation, forensic education, and the scientific 

examination of physical evidence in an organized body 

within the State of Nebraska, so that the profession in 

all of its branches may be standardized and effectively 

and scientifically practiced. 

o To encourage the advancement and improvement of 

the science of forensic identification and crime 

detection. 

o To keep its members apprised of the latest techniques 

and discoveries in crime scene detection. 

o To encourage research work in scientific crime 

detection. 

o To raise the standards of all personnel engaged in 

scientific crime detection. 

o To employ the collective wisdom of the profession to 

advance the scientific techniques of forensic 

identification and crime detection. 

o To provide training, education and publication in 

forensic science disciplines represented by the 

Nebraska Division of the International Association for 

Identification. 

o To work closely with the International Association for 

Identification, in furthering the profession of 

identification generally. 

N.E.I.A.I. – PO Box 22060 – Lincoln, NE 68542 

www.neiai.org 

www.theiai.org 
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